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 St. Nicolas Basilica
 

 

Town Tower has witnessed the 
vibrant town life from ancient times.

 

Michalská street leading along 
preserved town walls

 

The impressive Cathedral 
of St. John the Baptist

TOURIST MINIGUIDE

TRNAVA

Antique Street of Mikuláš Schneider-Trnavský
leading to the St. Nicolas Basilica

TRADE CROSSROAD

MEDIEVAL TOWN SLOVAK ROME
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For more information: 
Tourist Information Centre - Region of Tirnavia, Trojičné námestie 1, 917 01 Trnava 
Tel.no. : +421 33 32 36 440, +421 915 696 979, email: info@trnavatourism.sk, www.regiontirnavia.sk/en

Fold here

Fold here

Discover the historical parts of ancient Trnava! Let us guide you through the streets. We have selected for you 
the most beautiful ones: Františkánska, Divadelná, Horné Bašty, Tŕnitá, Hornopotočná, Hviezdoslavova, 
J.Hollého, Invalidská, Haulíková, Jeruzalemská, Michalská, Kapitulská. 
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Square of St. Nicolaus         Coat-of-Arms at the Town Hall         Memorial Plaque at the Post O�ce        Town Forti�cation         Town Tower 

The West Wing of Town Hall         Statue of J. Paul II.         Cathedral of St. John the Baptist          St. Nicolas Basilica

Archbishop's Palace        University Seminars and Monastery Buildings: A - Adalbertinum, B - Rubrorum C - Marianum, D - Nobilium, E - Stephaneum 

12 Guild of St. Vojtech          Medieval Cellar Vincech        Víno Mrva&Stanko Winery          Tourist Information Centre 

Museum of Western Slovakia          Museum of Book Culture          House of Music           Gallery of Ján Koniarek          Hotel Holiday Inn 

Hotel Impiq          Hotel London         Hotel Spectrum         Pension Patriot        Synagogue Café          Golf Driving Range in Trnava 

Store APIMED          City Arena          Olympic Casino          Synagogue, Centre of Contemporary Art          Ján Palárik's Theatre

St. Jacob's Church        Church of the Holy Trinity         St. Anne's Church        St. Joseph's Church        St. Helen's Church       Evangelical Church

Accept the invitation to the town that many tourist guides 
are describing as one of the most beautiful in Slovakia. 
The atmosphere of one of the most important medieval 
Hungarian towns is still breathing there. No wonder. 
The university made this town well known, "Little Rome" 
was visited by the kings, and wine craft left here 
an underground "town beneath the town". Step into the 
world of small miracles - you will not regret it, for sure!

Trade and crafts have dominated 
in Trnava since ever. In past, 
the Europe was crossed by 
prominent merchants and traders, 
who did not miss an attractive 
market settlement in a place, 
today known as a calm Square 
of St. Nicholas. Right here, in the 
oldest place in Trnava, old trade 
routes were crossing.  
It includes also the important 
Czech road - Via Bohemica, which 
connected Hungary with Western 
Europe. Now, the square belongs 
to the most glamorous parts 
of ancient Trnava.

Since 1238, Trnava proudly 
carries a title free royal town 
(the �rst one in Slovakia). 
The town privileges were 
granted by Hungarian king 
Belo IV. On the basis of that, 
the town reached the status 
of an important commercial 
and wine trade centre. Since 
then, citizens of Trnava have had 
the right to elect their own 
government, organize markets, 
fairs, to use the coat-of-arms 
and seal, and even to employ 
their own executioner.

Did you know that in 13th 
century Trnava has already 
belonged to the biggest, most 
important and richest towns in 
Hungary? At the same time it 
became a favourite meeting 
place for several kings. King 
Ludwig I., known as a "knight of 
virtue" liked it so much that he 
chose it as his �nal “resting 
place”. He died in the royal curia 
- in a building that stood on the 
site of today's main post o�ce.

The town walls are a typical 
symbol that was protecting one 
of the largest medieval towns 
in past. Three kilometres walls 
were bordering the city of area 
800 x 700m. For its construction 
from the 13th century, in the 
range of one hundred years, 
were used more than 4.3 million 
bricks. Nowadays, they are ones 
of the best preserved town 
walls in Slovakia. Part of the 
walls, in some places ten meters 
high, were four city gates 
and thirty-�ve towers.

Urban observatory deck of the 
tower is a popular tourist attrac- 
tion. In good weather you are able 
to see the foothills of the Malé 
Karpaty. The 57 metres high tower 
was built in the 16th century as an 
observatory. Since 1729 there has 
been functional clockwork. 
For more than 100 years, without 
interruption, old Nemček family 
has been taking care about it. 
At the top of the tower we can 
�nd gilded statue of Immaculaty. 
Its speciality is front and back side 
face. It means that Virgin Mary will 
never turn her back to Trnava.

The Magnet of Trnava’s 
pedestrian zone is the Town Hall. 
It preserved in the form of a 
complex of several buildings 
in di�erent styles. The oldest part, 
the medieval Town Hall with 
Gothic cellars from the 14th 
century is located in the west 
wing in the courtyard of Town 
Hall. In executioner´s house which 
was built later, and then used 
as baroque three-�oor dungeon, 
we can still see wall drawings 
and inscriptions of prisoners 
in the original cells.

Walking through Trnava you de�- 
nitely notice "Gross Church" in the 
Square of St. Nicholas. Church with 
two towers was built in 1380 on the 
site of the original Romanesque 
church. The interior and exterior 
of the temple will fascinate you 
with its Gothic magni�cence and 
Baroque elements. Part of the mar- 
vellous Baroque chapel from the 
18th century is miraculous - merci- 
ful watery image of Virgin Mary 
of Trnava. Artistic masterpieces 
are also two still working historic 
organs. The basilica is one 
of the Marian pilgrimage site.

Thirteen churches, including 8 in the 
historical centre of the town, are the 
Slovak rarity. Thanks to silhouette 
formed by the towers of many 
churches Trnava has reached (since 
ancient times) its nickname "Little 
Rome". Not only sacral monuments 
entitle the town to compare itself to 
the centre of Catholicism. Based on 
past, the town was considered as the 
religious centre of Hungary – it was 
the seat of Archbishop of Esztergom 
with his chapter. Symbolically in 2003 
"Little Rome" became for a while the 
"Big Rome" because of visit of Pope 
John Paul II.

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist or 
the "university" church, is the �rst 
early Baroque building in Slovakia. 
This beautiful building was built in 
17th century by Italian architects 
Pietro and Antonio Spazzo and 
�nanced by Palatine Nicholas 
Esterhazy. 
Its construction is considered 
as the beginning of "Trnava 
Baroque". Inside awaits a jewel - 
all-wooden altar from 1640. 
With high more than 20 metres 
it is one of the highest early 
Baroque altar in Europe. 


